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Prof.


 


BlaauwDirector General 


ESO


 


To


 ll


ESO


 t tt


Members


Withthisissue welaunchtheESOMESSENGERinits


orbit


inESO andwishitafruitfulmission.Itstaskwillbe first


of


all topromotetheparticipation


of


ESOstatt


in


whatgoesonintheOrga-nization especiallyatpiaces


of


duty


other


than


our


own.Moreover THEMESSENGERmayservetogivethe


world


outsidesomeimpression


of


whathap-pensinsideESO.Theneed


for


moreinternalcom-municationwithinESOisfeitbymany


of


thestaff.Thedispersion


ofour


re-sourcesoverseveralcountriesinwidelyseparatedcontinentsdemandsaspecialefforttokeepusaware


of


whatisgoingonatthe


other


establishments.Ourtasksarealwayspart


of


onelargeadventurethatcanfareweilonlyifeach


of


itscomponentsishealthilyadjustedtotheothers.Thecontents


of


THEMESSENGERwillbevariedtoincludeoccasionalprogressreportson


our


mainpro-


jects


asweilasinformationongeneraldevelopmentsandmessagesconcerningpersonnel.Thisfirstissuemaybetakenas


an


indicationofthecharacterwehaveinmind 


but


clearlyitwillbeonlyinthecourseoftime


th t


THEMESSENGERwillfindits


proper


shape.Timealsowillshowhowlargethenewslettershouldbeandhowoftenitshouldappear.Forthemomentwe


thinkth t


three monthintervalswillbeaboutright.Certainarticles


for


thisfirstissuewereobtainedataratherearlystageinthepreparations buttheyareconsideredtobestill


of


sutticientinterest


for


inclusion.


Atodo


el


personaldeESO


Conlapresenteedici6nestamoslan-zandoELMENSAJEROESOensu6rbitay


Je


deseamosunaexitosamisi6n.


Su


objetivoseraenprimerlugar


inform r


alpersonaldeESOsobre


 


quesucededentrodelaOrganizaci6n especial-mente


en


lugaresdistintosalpropiolu-


g r


detrabajo.Ademas ELMENSAJEROservirapara


d r


unaimpresi6n


al


mundeexternode


 


que


ocurre


dentrodeESO.UngrannumerodeipersonaldeESOhasentidolanecesidaddetenerunamayorcomunicaci6ninterna.Debidoaladispersi6ndenuestrosrecursos


en


variospafsesubicados


en


distintoscontinentesserequiereunesfuerzoespecialparainformarsobre


 


quesucede


en


losdemasestablecimientos.Nuestrastareassiempreformanpartedeunagranaventuraque


s6 


puedeIIegaraunfelizterminesitodossuscomponen-tesseajustansanamenteunasaotras.


En


cuantoalcontenidodeiMENSAJEROestetendralasuficientevariaci6ncomopara


incluir


informessobreelprogresodenuestrosprincipalesproyectos


co


motambienmensajessobreeldesarrolloengeneralysobreelpersonal.Rogamosaceptarestaprimeraedi-ci6ncomounaindicaci6nsobre


 


queestamostra-tandodepresentar porque


s6 


coneltranscursodeitiempoELMENSAJEROencontraralaformamasapro-piada.Tambien


s6 


eltiempodemostraraeltamafioquedeberateneresteinformativoylafrecuenciaconlacualdeberaaparecer.


 or


elmomenteopinamosqueunapublicaci6ntrimestraleslamasindicada.Aigunos


1
















        
        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

      

      
        
      
    
  
    
      
        
          

 

The


editor,Mr.Walsh,hasaskedseveralmembers


ofour


stafftohelpin


acquiringcontributions


and


it


hasbeenagreed


that


a


few


coordinatorswill


act


atthe


various


establishments:Dr.HavleninChileandMr.RodgersinGeneva.


Theircollaborationwill


bemuchappreciated.THEMESSENGERis


intended


toreachallESOstatt


whatever


their


nativelanguage,and


therefore


weshall


includecontributions


inSpanish.


Abstracts


of


some


of


the


other


articles


will


begiven.


 


Blaauw


articulos


enesta


primeraedici6n


fueron


recibidos


haceyabastantetiempo,peropensamos


que


aLm


tienen


suficiente


interespara


incluirlos.


EI


redactor,Sr.Walsh,ha


pedido


la


cooperaci6n


devarios


miembros


deipersonalpara


recibir


informaciones


yseha


acordado


queeste


trabajo


serarealizado


por


algunos


coordinadores


enlos


distintos


establecimien


tos:Dr.HavlenenChileySr.RodgersenGinebra.Su


colaboraci6n


seraaltamenteapreciada.


Es


nuestra


intenci6n


queELMENSAJEROlIeguea


todo


elpersonaldeESO


cualesquiera


queseasuidioma,yes


por


eso


que


incluiremosarticulos


encastelIano.Seharanresumenesdealgunosdelosdemasartfculos.


PreparationstorESO SR onterence


Preparationsare


under


way


for


theESO/SRC


con


ferenceon Research


Programmes


for


the


NewLarge


Telescopes ,


tobeheldatCERNonMay27-31,1974.This


conference


willbeinline


with


previousESOmeetingsdealing


with


large


telescope


designand


withauxiliaryinstrumentation


developments,andtheemphasisistobeonthesouthernhemisphere.With


threelarge


southern


telescopes


soon


becomingoperational


(CTIO,


Anglo-Australian


andESOl,


there


are


good


reasons


for


having


joint


discussionswith


participants


fromthelarge


projects


outsideESO


concerning


the


first


areas


for


research


with


these


instru


ments.The


programme


aspresently


outlined


will


comprise


sevenhalf-daysessions-oneafternoon


will


bedevotedtoan


excursion


totheCERN


laboratories


-


covering


the


followingtopics:


Research


programmes


for


large


telescopes


now


inoperation,Southern


hemisphere


problems,Observationalcosmology,Instrumentalcapabilities,Philosophy


of


telescope


use.The


conference


will


start


on


Monday


afternoonwithan


introductorytalk


givenbyDr.J.


L 


Greenstein


of


the


California


Institute


of


Technology


andtheHaieObservatories,dealing


with


large


telescopeastronomy


ingeneral.Dr.Greensteinhasbeenchairman


of


the


Astro


nomySurvey


Committee


of


the


U S 


National


Academy


of


Sciences,


whosetask


itwasto


consider


theneed


for


major


newastronomicalfacilities


intheUnitedStates


during


theseventies.Theresultsand


recommendations


of


theSurvey


Committee


are


embodied


in


two


volumes,entitled


 Astronomy


and


Astrophysics


for


the1970s .ClearlyDr.


Greenstein s


involvementinthis


project


makeshim


eminently


suitedtogivethe


introductorytalkat


theconference.Dr.Greenstein s


lecturewill


be


followed


by


shortercontributions


byspeakersfrom


the


big


observatories


 


-HaIe,Lickand


Kitt


Peak-onresearch


carriedout


or


planned


for


thenearfutureattheseinstitutes.Followingthe


first


introductory


session,


lectures


onspecialized


topics


arescheduled


for


thenextday:infraredastronomy,


nearby


galaxies,


quasi-stellar


objects,


globular


clustersinthesouthernskyandsoon.


In


theafternoonsession


of


thesecondday,


theoretical


aspectswillbecovered,an


introductory


paper


being


followed


by


shortercontributions


onspecializedsubjects.TheWednesday


morning


session


will


bedevoted


entirely


tothe


Magellanic


Clouds,onwhichaspecialsymposiumwasarrangedinSantiagoinMarch,1969,in


connection


with


theinauguration


of


theESOObser


vatory


onLaSilla.The


afternoon


isreserved


for


an


excursion


totheCERNfacilities.TheThursday


morning


session


will


dealwithobservationalcosmology,an


introductorytalk


followed


by


contributions


presenting


optical


and


radio-astronomi


calaspects


of


cosmological


problems.


In


the


Thursday


afternoonsessioninstrumentalcapabilitieswillbediscussedfromaclassical


pointof


view.Thenew


photographic


emulsionsandnewpowerfultechniques


for


sensitizing


photographic


platesare


bring


ing


about


arenaissancein


astronomical


photography.Thissessionwillbeintheform


of


apanel


discussionwith


fourintroductory


speakers,dealingwiththe


astronomicalapplications


of


thenewemulsions,the


extrac


tion


of


information


tr 


photographic


platesusingfast


computer


techniqueand


further


reportsontheESOSkyAtlasandtheparallelScienceResearchCouncilsouthern


skySchmidtproject.


Thelastsession,onFridaymorning,willbeintheform


of


apaneldiscussionona


subject


beingraised


probably


for


the


firsttime


ata


conference:


the


philosophy


of


telescope


use.This


discussion


concerning


the


allocationof


time


onlargetelescopes,


with


referencetotheveryhigh


hourly


operational


costs,thesearch


for


more


etticient


methods


of


telescopeuseandsoon,will


undoubtedly


giverisetoavariedexchange


of


opinions.
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TheBigTelescopeBuildingShowsUpatLaSilla


Fromitsinception


in


March,1973,


it


took


just


ninemonths


for


thefirstvisible


bitofour


buildingtoappearovertherockysoil


of


LaSilla shighestmountaintop.Nowithasonlytoriseandgrow.


For


severalmonthspasttheeruptionsfromrockblastingontheplatform


of


thetruncatedpeakhaveprovidedaliHlespectacleonmostafternoons.Since1968thisplatformhasoffered,as


it


were,astandinginvitationto


further


activities.Nowaboutonehalf


of


ithasbeenlevelleddowntwometresmorein


order


tomakesufficientroom


for


thebuilding.


Another


twometresdownintheeartharetrenchesandholesblastedintotherockysoil.


ESO Chileand


CE


RN


 


DivisionMake greement


In


January,theTechnicalDepartment


of


ESO


/Chileconcluded


an


agreementin


principle


withtheCERNSitesandBuildingsDivisionfora


numberof


projects,includingroadimprovementatPelfcanoandLaSilla,thecentralheatingsystem,the


low


tensionelectricaldistribution


network


andthe


water


softeningplant.CERN


 J.


Rouel sservice)willcarryoutthestudies


for


this


work


andproposesolutions.Aprimemoveris


H.


Laporte,head


of


theSBDivision,whohasvisitedChile


in


this


connection;


andM.-A.Peuch,Asst.Director,


ESO


/Chile,isalsocloselyinvolved.


N.


Rodgers


Exhibition



on



Role


of


ESO


Ahistorical


picture


exhibitionontherole


of


ESO


washeldatCERN


in


thefirsthalf


of


November,1973.Thisshowisstillavailableandcanbeplaced


at


thedispo


 ~ 


of


anyagencywishingtouseit.ItwillprobablybedlsplayedatthePalaisdesDecouvertes


in


Pariswith-


in


thenearfuture. 


On


theremaininghalf


of


theplatformthe


contractor


installedhissitefacilities,consisting


of


acarpenter sshop,amagazineandofficebarrack,anda


concrete


plantwithstorage


for


gravelandsand.InJanuary,1974,afullviewcouldfinallybeobtained


of


theoctagonal


concrete


foundation


for


the


pier


whichwilllater


support


thetelescope.Furtherout,a


circular


trench


of


30


mdiameter


for


theoutsidewallsurroundsthe


light


greyplate.Itgoes


without


sayingthatthefirstbucketfilledwithconcreteandpouredintoits


proper


piacewashailedasmarkingthebirth


of


theedifice,andthiseventwascelebratedwithagayliHleceremony.


W.


Bauersachs


TPDivisionExtendsPremises


At


theTPDivision,Geneva,anassemblyhall,mechanicalworkshopandopticallaboratoryareunderconstructionandwillbecompletedprobably


in


July,1974.Thenew


buildings


willbe


occupied


mainlyby


W.


Rich


ter s


grouponthedesignandassembly


of


the3.6mtelescope.Theopticallaboratorywillbeusedby


J.


Van


der


Lansfortrackingexperiments


and-in


cooperationwith


R.


Wilson-for


opticalexperimentsandtests.


TheMESSENGERisatpresentplanned


as


aquarterlypublication.Contributions


for


issueNo.2should


accordingly


bereceivedbythe


editor


by


July


15 


atthelatest.Theymaybesent


directly


toTheEditor,TheMessenger,ESO/Hamburg,


or


viatheJocal


correspon


dents,namely:


R.


Havlen,


coordinator 


Chile


M.


deGroot,LaSilla scientificmalters)


G.


Anciaux,LaSilla


M.


Becker,Santiago


N.


Rodgers,ESOTPDivision,Geneva
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