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1.


“Under this ag, may our youth nd new inspiration for loyalty to Canada; for a patriotism based not on any mean or narrow nationalism, but on the deep and equal pride that all Canadians will feel for every part of this good land.” — Lester B. Pearson
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WHY THIS HANDBOOK?


Islamic Social Services Association (ISSA) has identied the need to understand and evaluate the nature, origin, causes and impact of extremist messages on Canadian Muslim youth. These messages are coming from both Muslim extremists mainly through the Web and from Islamophobes. Muslim extremists twist, abuse and misrepresent Quranic verses and the Prophetic traditions to support, justify and rationalize their hateful messages of violence and terrorism. Islamophobes also reinforce hatred against Muslims and demonize Islam using the same cut-and-paste approach to the Quran to argue that Islam condones terrorism.Within these two extremes lie the overwhelming majority of Canadians — Muslims and non-Muslims alike — whose voices of reason, compassion, mutual respect and pluralism are being drowned-out by loud-mouthed hate-mongers and sensational media headlines. The work of the latter is creating discord which must be resolved in a constructive manner.In order to bridge this gap — and in order to disseminate an accurate and responsible anti-violence civic narrative that is anchored in the Sacred Text and authentic Prophetic teachings, and which is inspired by the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom — ISSA has partnered with the RCMP and NCCM to produce this handbook.Questions answered in this handbook were generated from conversation cafés held in Winnipeg at a symposium entitled “United Against Terrorism” in June 2013 for the Muslim community. The rst section provides general information and denitions. The second section addresses responsible citizenship. It aims to challenge extremist messages of violence through the Quran and Prophet Muhammad’s teachings. The third section deals with questions that arose about law enforcement and intelligence gathering by the RCMP and their relationship with CSIS, and provides advice on what to do if you suspect that your child is being radicalized to violence, as well as a list of websites that provide information on how to protect oneself and family from online threats.The fourth section gives information on the rights of citizens along with their responsibility to keep our country and people safe, and how and what to do when you feel your rights have been violated.Shahina Siddiqui, President, Islamic Social Services Association Inc. (ISSA)2.
























        
        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

      

      
        
      
    
  
    
      
        
          

 

SECTION 1


GENERAL INFORMATION


WHAT IS EXTREMISM? HOW IS IT DEFINED?


EXTREMISM:


 a tendency or disposition to go to extremes or an instance of going to extremes, especially in political matters: leftist extremism; the extremism of the Nazis.


EXTREMIST:


 One who advocates or resorts to measures beyond the norm, especially in politics.


WHAT IS RADICALIZATION?


RADICALIZATION (OR RADICALISATION)


 is a process by which an individual or group comes to adopt increasingly extreme political, social, or religious ideals and aspirations that (1) reject or undermine the status quo or (2) reject and/or undermine contemporary ideas and expressions of freedom of choice. For example, radicalism can originate from a broad social consensus against progressive changes in society. Radicalization can be both violent and nonviolent, although most academic literature focuses on radicalization into violent extremism (RVE).There are multiple pathways that constitute the process of radicalization, which can be independent but are usually mutually reinforcing.Radicalization that occurs across multiple reinforcing pathways greatly increases a group’s resilience and lethality. Furthermore, by compromising its ability to blend in with non-radical society and participate in a modern, globalized economy, radicalization serves as a kind of sociological trap that gives individuals no other place to go to satisfy their material and spiritual needs.


Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radicalization


WESTERN COUNTERTERRORISM AND LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES’ DEFINITIONS OF RADICALIZATION:


(WEB BASED)


Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radicalization


1. UNITED STATES: 


 According to the U.S. National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC), the grievances that fuel radicalization are diverse and vary across locations and groups. Radicalization frequently is driven by personal concerns at the local level in addition to frustration with international events.3.


2. NYPD: 


In 2007, the New York Police Department Intelligence Division released a document that focused on the Islamist radicalization process entitled, Radicalization in the West: The Homegrown Threat. The report was co-authored by Mitchell D. Sibler and Arvin Bhatt, who are both Senior Intelligence Analysts for the NYPD. The report researched and analyzed several famous case studies from abroad as well as from the United States to collect the needed data to create their step by step explanation of radicalization. The cases examined included the London 7/7 attack, 2004 Madrid train bombings, the Toronto 18 case, Herald Square Bomb Plot, the Lackawana Six plot, and the Al Muhajiroun Two plot. The NYPD report breaks down the radicalization process into four steps with each step including its own key indicators and triggers. The four steps to radicalization and their key indicators are:


A. PRE-RADICALIZATION: 


The Individual’s ordinary life prior to radicalization 


Key indicators


: Individuals background and current environment. Other indicators from the study included being a 2nd or 3rd generation immigrant to the U.S., having a college or even advanced degree, and being a recent convert.


B. SELF-IDENTIFICATION:


 The individual comes to identify with radical movements 


Key indicators:


 1) A crisis event occurs progressing the individual towards Sala Islam. 2) Regular attendance at a Sala mosque. 3) Change in personal behavior that may include: giving up vices such as gambling, drinking alcoholic beverages, and smoking as well as becoming involved in social activism pertaining to Islam.


C. INDOCTRINATION: 


Individual intensify and focus their beliefs 


Key indicators


: 1) Individual takes on political worldview and relates all things back to Sala Islam and its teachings. 2) Withdrawal from mosque and movement towards a small group or “cluster” where radical ideas are espoused and shared. 3) Politicalization of new Sala beliefs.


D. JIHADIZATION:


 Individual starts to take actions based on their beliefs 


Key indicators: 


1) Decision to travel abroad to countries involved in conict for training. 2) Preparation for an “act of furtherance” by way of internet research, physical surveillance of possible targets, and visiting jihadi websites for words of encouragement prior to an attack. 3) Acquiring materials needed for explosives or other means of attack i.e. guns, vehicles, bomb components.Similar to other radicalization reports that have been created, the NYPD report also includes several key assumptions:• There is no single pathway to extremism. All cases take very different paths of radicalization.• If an individual goes through all or even some of the steps of radicalization that does not mean that they will commit an act of terrorism. Several cases exist where an individual radicalized (wholly or partially) and never committed any acts of terrorism.• The NYPD report also cites that the Internet as a key driver of radicalization and includes it in several sections of the report.4.
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