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The Snowy Day Snowy Weather Days


Subject(s):


 Language Arts, Science


Grade Level(s):


 preK-1


Learning Objectives


Students will read a book about snowy weather.Students will watch a video.Students will learn the distinguishing elements of fiction and nonfiction.Students will use predicting as a comprehension strategy.Students will write a story.Students will create a winter scene.Students will observe three science experiments.Students will draw a nonfiction scene featuring a fictional character.


Fiction Resource


The Snowy Day 


Written and Illustrated by Ezra Jack Keats, Kevin Henkes, Robert McCloskey, and James MarshallGrades: PreK-3Lexile: 500Themes: Families, Feelings, Seasons & Nature, Fairy TalesRunning Time: 6:25Plot Summary: A boy wakes up to discover that snow has fallen during the night. He celebrates by spending the day experimenting with footprints, knocking snow from a tree, creating snow angels, and trying to save a snowball for the next day.


Nonfiction Resource


Snowy Weather Days


By Trudi Strain TrueitGrades: 1-2; Ages 6-7Lexile Level: 540Description: Full- color pictures showing aspects of snowy weather, as well as a variety of outdoor scenes of children and adults enjoying the winter season.


Before Viewing the Video


Introduce students to the vocabulary words. You can write vocabulary words on index cards and place them around the room, or pair words with pictures. If you have ESL students, make sure that you introduce the vocabulary words to them a few days before the lesson. 


house:


 a building where people live


mountain:


 a large landform that creates a hill


night:


 the opposite of day


snow:


 small, white flakes of frozen water 


street:


 another name for a road


tree:


 a large plant with lots of branches


winter:


 the coldest of the four seasons


1.  Activate student



’s



 prior knowledge by creating a word web using the word 



snow 


 as your anchor.2.  Ask students to make a few predictions regarding what they think the video will be about.3. Discuss with students the idea of realistic fiction. Make sure that students understand that a story does not have to be fantastical in order for it to be fictitious. To help students determine if a text is realistic fiction have them pose the question: "Could the events in this story happen in real life?"4. 


After- Viewing Activities


Revisit student



’s


 predictions. Were they correct? Were they surprised by what they saw?1.  As a class, or in small groups, have students write a story using 


The Snowy Day 


 as a model. Students can illustrate their books and then share them with classmates. Students must select one of the following titles: 


The Rainy Day. The Steamy Day. The Autumn Day. 


2. Provide students with cotton balls, black and white construction paper and other art materials and have them create their own snowy day scenes.3. 
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 Have students speculate about what happened to Peter 


’s


 snowball. Try the following simple experiments to help children understand that heat can change the form an object takes. Have students share their observations about what caused the objects to melt. 


Melt a stick of butter on a stove.. Leave a popsicle on a sunny windowsill..  Add boiling water to Jell- O.. 


4. 


Paired- Text Activities


Review with students the difference between fiction and nonfiction. Explain that fiction tells about things that are imaginary, or make- believe, while nonfiction tells about things that happen in real life. Tell the students that they will be reading (or listening to) a nonfiction book about snow and winter. A nonfiction book contains true facts about a subject.1.  Ask students to pretend that they could remove Peter from the screen of 


The Snow Day 


 and place him on either page 7 or 17 of 


Snowy Weather Days


. Based on what students know about Peter, what might he do on these particular pages? Have students choose one of the pages; redraw the scene as it appears, then add Peter doing an activity that is true to his character. Ask students to show their illustrations and explain their choices to classmates.2. 


Further Research


Explore with the students the related Web links about winter and snow that accompany this selection.


Assessment


Have the students play the educational games about 



The Snowy Day 



 and 


Snowy Weather Days


. Review their results to assess their comprehension of the words and events in the story, as well as their ability to distinguish between fiction and nonfiction.
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