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BATANGAS LITERATURE REFLECTING UNIQUE BATANGUENO TRAITS: BRIDGE TO CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 


DR. IMELDA L. AN*; DR. REYNALDA B. GARCIA* 


*LYCEUM OF THE PHILIPPINES UNIVERSITY CAPITOL SITE, BATANGAS CITY, PHILIPPINES 


 ______________________________________________________________________________ ABSTRACT 


Batangas province in the Philippines is proud of its cultural heritage, particularly the Batangas literature which reflects the unique characteristics of the Batanguenos, their life and culture. The cultural development of the people goes along with the development of Batangueno literature which places a tremendous emphasis especially in poetry songs, and folktales mostly drawn from real life. The writers have put themselves in the service of the society when they intend their works as agents of social change. Hence, this research seeks to identify from the  people of different communities in Batangas the most common among the existing forms of Batangueno literature, and to find out what unique traits that contribute to the development of Batangas culture are transmitted to the younger Batanguenos. Findings revealed that the most common forms of Batangas folk literature are folksongs as town hymns, poetry in forms of luwa (religious songs) and proverbs, also folktales. Unique Batangueno traits such as nationalism, religiosity, ad positive attitude towards life stem from the 


town hymns and luwa. Proverbs capture the Batanguenos’ honor and faithfulness, love and 


respect for parents and elders, social relationships, sacrifice and love for others and economic security, endurance and industry. These unique Batangueno traits are used to check human flaws in society and improve their spiritual and social relations and work together to achieve developmental goals. To further pursue cultural development specifically provincial progress, each family which is the basic unit of society, the local government, educational institutions and other sectors concerned with the improvement of society must continue to enrich the use of existing literature where values maybe deduced, applied ot their everyday life and passed on to the younger generations. 


KEYWORDS: 


unique traits, literature, culture and development 


 ______________________________________________________________________________ 


Both cultural and historical identity of a community are important factors that determine its development. History records its past, the different events which it hurdled and as a result gave way to the rise and fall of its leaders. Culture, on the other hand, mirrors the experiences and aspirations of its town or province through language and literature, songs and dances or the  practices and traditions which prevailed even after every generation. Over the years, the province of Batangas is 


known as the “Cradle of Heroes and Nationalists.” It 


is a title earned through the works of Batangueno revolutionary leaders, who contributed much to Philippine libertarian movement during the latter half of the 19


th


 century. Among these 
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nationalists are Gen. Miguel Malvar, Felipe Agoncillo, Marcela M. Agoncillo, Gen. Nicolas Lantin Gonzales, Apolinario Mabini, Teodoro M. Kalaw and the families of Recto, Laurel and Leviste. Batangas becomes proud of its cultural heritage, reflected in the host of historic structures and sites in the province that date back to the Spanish period. And because of its rich history, Batangas literature flourished. Like all literature, Batangas literature expresses and transmits the characteristics of the Batanguenos and articulates their values, ideals and aspirations. The most noticeable trend in the development of Batangueno literature is the tremendous shift of interests and emphasis especially in poetry, songs and folktales from the religious to the secular and from a literature drawn form fantasy and supernatural to a literature drawn from real life. The writers have put themselves in the service of society, and they look upon themselves and their works as agents of social change. Hence, the concern of the researchers is to trace how these Batangas literature appeal to our younger generation. This research seeks therefore to identify from the people of different communities in Batangas the most common among the existing forms of Batangueno literature and how these common forms of literature are transmitted to the younger Batanguenos, to determine what unique Batangueno traits are reflected in their common forms of literature and, lastly, to propose measures that may be done to further develop the existing literature that will develop outstanding Batangueno traits necessary for cultural and community development. 


Method 


This study is phenomenological, and therefore qualitative, interpretive and explanatory. It employed content analysis of the selected forms of Batangueno literature such as folksongs,  poetry specifically luwa and proverbs and folktales. The researchers used available library materials such as books, newspapers, magazines, theses and religious journals. Interpersonal techniques such as oral interview was also employed in this study. This is an unwritten source of information consisting of verbal testimonies which are reported statements concerning the past (Gripaldo, 1999, p.10) In doing so, selected students and teachers of Regional Literature, old folks like church lay leaders and legionaries were interviewed and their answers and testimonies were analyzed and interpreted. Overall, the proponents examined and analyzed 9 town hymns, 6 luwa poems and 12 proverbs and 2 folktales that are common. Town hymns include those form Batangas City and the municipalities of Tanauan,Lemery, Lipa, Bauan,Rosario, Taysan, Taal, and Lobo. These were collated by college students who also confirmed that they were able to memorize these songs and evidently transmitted to the younger Batanguenos through activities like morning exercises where the town hymns are sung after their school hymns. Government employees, public and  private elementary and secondary institutions, likewise, are responsible to sing by heart and to 


teach students these songs. Folktales include “The Holy Cross of Bauan,” and “Our Lady Mediatrix of all Graces.” These literary pieces form part of the instructional materials in the 


literature subject among college students where after discussion, valuing and role playing and 
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other practical application activities are being done to ensure that values become part of the Batangueno way of life. The authors also used actual observation. They assessed the present condition and the  prevailin


g schools’ hymn sung during their school activities.


 


Results and Discussion


 Based on the findings, Batangas has a rich lore but only a few are preserved in writing. Many among these are in forms of folksongs like town hymns, poetry in forms of luwa and proverbs, and also folktales. Because some residents transfer from one town to another in Batangas, there are many instances that these folk literature have similarities in content yet difference in transcription and melody. 


Batangas Literary Genre Reflecting Unique Batangueno Traits 1. Folksongs


. Folksongs are balanced rhyming lines dealing with subjects reflective of the 


 people’s way of life and community beliefs. These are usually chanted or accompanied by 


music, so they become more appealing when residents use them in social gatherings, merry-making, bayanihan projects, wedding, barrio fiesta and in other festivities. Moreover, certain literary devices are employed by the parents and elders to transmit their messages with more depth and effectiveness: rhythmic pattern in the use of repetition and enumeration, parallelism,  paradox, hyperbole and personification. In addition, the common values of in the island municipality closely relate to the DECS core values of human dignity and its related values of love, spirituality, social responsibility, nationalism and economic efficiency. They have direct implications to education and coincide with the objective of the Department of Education, culture and Sports (Garcia, 1998). Up to now, these folksongs are still common among small barrios but rare in the city. But being standard bearers of essential values and virtues, they are still used in the homes to suggest 


standard and wise rules of conduct necessary to man’s existence in a society. They reveal 


dominant values of the society; hence, one could see a universal pattern of struggle to survive 


through love and frustration, failure and success, and the people’s expression of folk customs and 


 beliefs as well as practices. Musicologists identified Batangas as the origin of the 


kumintang 


, an ancient war song, (which showed the acts of bravery of the people) which later evolved into 


kundiman which according to 


Dr. Francisco Santiago, the Father of Filipino Musical Nationalism , “is the love song par 


excellence of the Filipinos, the plaintive song which goes deepest into their hearts, song which 


 brings them untold emotions.” Endowed with such power, the Kundiman naturally came to serve 


as a vehicle for veiled patriotism in times of colonial oppression, in which the undying love for a woman symbolized the love of country and desire for freedom. 


(“http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/kundiman” Retrieved 25 July 2009).


 Batangas is also the origin of the 


 Balitao 


(although Cebuanos may argue), whch aside from being a form of vocal music, is also a form of dance music. The 


 Balitao


, together with the 


Subli,


 is the most famous form of dance native to Batangas. In the field of serious music, no one 
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