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LAKE CARES RAISES HUNGER AWARENESS THROUGH EVENT


AROUND TOWN | E1


PARK AND PRIDE


Leesburg honored for work on Rogers Park at Venetian Gardens


SPORTS | C1


 YOUTHFUL EXUBERANCE


LSSC baseball team  going with youth movement


$1.50


Documents examine fatal encounter between two rival  gangs last year at Bikefest in Leesburg


By Frank Stanfield


frankstanfield@dailycommercial.com


LEESBURG — Bikefest comes 


in with a roar in three months, with the sound of booming engines and cash registers 


ringing. But last year’s celebra-


tion brought with it the sound of 


gunfire and sirens.


Newly released court docu-ments give a detailed account of how one gang member was killed and another injured in a  bloody clash at a convenience store outside the main venue area. News reports, federal press releases and a book also show how rival gangs shoot it out to take control of lucrative 


organized crime profits.


“The Kingsmen, who pride themselves on being a non-affiliated motorcycle club and thereby not aligned with any clubs that may be at odds with the Outlaws, did not believe 


themselves to be in any danger,” 


Leesburg police noted in their 


April 29 investigation.


But the Kingsmen who went into the Circle K at West Main and County Road 468 to buy cigarettes were quickly sur-rounded by Outlaws. A store 


security camera shows that the 


store had been very busy before 


the 8:05 p.m. shooting, includ-


ing one woman customer with 


a child.


The Kingsmen were told to 


surrender their vests with their 


club insignia or “we will take 


them off for you.”


David R. “Gutter” Donovan, 40, a Kingsmen vice president 


from Homosassa, said he didn’t 


want any trouble but refused to  be disloyal to his group.


The Outlaws were not just 


demanding symbolic allegiance. 


They were on a mission to make 


other clubs join their gang or “submit to their authority,” 


according to police reports.


They forced the Kingsmen outside. They “remained 


Reports reveal shooting details


By Carlos E. Medina


cmedina@dailycommercial.com


LEESBURG — For too long Leesburg High School 


struggled.


The historic school became known for fighting, absen-teeism and students roaming the halls instead of in class. In August, the district hired Michael Randolph to take over 


as principal and break the cycle of mediocrity.


Randolph instituted a new 


attitude and brought an enthu-


siasm that was lacking. But as the school tries to turn itself around it got reminded of its struggles. The release of grad-uation rates for Lake County  by the Florida Department of Education showed just how  bad things had gotten. For the 


2016-17 school year, the school graduated only 67 percent of its 


Striving for 


 success 


New leadership hopes to turn Leesburg High School around


Leesburg High School Principal Michael Randolph poses for a photo at the school on Thursday. 


[WHITNEY LEHNECKER / DAILY COMMERCIAL]


Leesburg High School became known for ﬁghting, absenteeism and students roaming the halls instead of in class. In August, the district hired Michael Randolph to take over as principal and break the cycle of mediocrity. 


[DAILY COMMERCIAL FILE]


“We challenge our students to take pride in everything that they do and take pride in their school.” 


Michael Randolph


By Josef Federman


The Associated Press


JERUSALEM — From rec-


ognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s 


capital to cutting aid to Pal-estinians, President Donald 


Trump has given Prime Min-


ister Benjamin Netanyahu the 


unprecedented gift of strong 


U.S. alignment with a nation-


alist Israeli government.


With the two leaders in sync personally and politi-


cally, Israel has become one of 


Trump’s support for Israel carries rewards, risks 


By Sandy Cohen, Verena Dobnik and Tamara Lush


The Associated Press


LOS ANGELES — Dem-


onstrators from Los Angeles 


to New York marched in support of female empow-erment and denounced President Donald Trump’s views on immigration, abortion, LGBT rights and women’s rights on Satur-day, the anniversary of his 


inauguration.


In Los Angeles, Eva Longoria, Natalie Port-man, Viola Davis, Alfre 


Woodard, Scarlett Johans-


son, Constance Wu, Adam 


Scott and Rob Reiner were among the celebrities 


Celebrities  join march for  women’s rights


Demonstrators shout during the Chattanooga Women’s March on Saturday in Chattanooga, Tenn. 


[DOUG STRICKLAND/CHAT-TANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS VIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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By Zeke Miller, Andrew Taylor and Alan Fram


The Associated Press


WASHINGTON — Repub-


licans and Democrats showed no signs of ending 


their standoff over immigra-


tion and spending Saturday as Americans awoke to the first day of a government shutdown and Congress 


staged a weekend session to 


show voters it was trying to 


resolve the stalemate.


The closure of many gov-ernment agencies was a striking display of Wash-ington dysfunction, played out on the anniversary of President Donald Trump’s inauguration, and there was more finger-pointing than signs of bipartisan 


dealmaking.


Trump made light of the debacle in a tweet that said Democrats “wanted to give me a nice present” to mark the start of his second year 


in office.


The president spoke with Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., to discuss the next possible steps, while chief of staff John Kelly also worked the 


phones. White House nego-


tiators, legislative affairs director Marc Short and 


 budget chief Mick Mulvaney, 


went to Capitol Hill to meet 


with House Republicans, 


who emerged holding fast to 


their stance that they would 


not negotiate while the gov-


ernment was shuttered.


“It’s like a 2-year-old temper tantrum,” Short told reporters at the White House, where there was a growing sense that the shutdown won’t be quickly 


resolved.


Right around midnight Friday, Senate Demo-crats killed a GOP-written 


House-passed measure that 


would have kept agencies functioning for four weeks. Democrats were seeking a 


stopgap bill of just a few days 


in hopes that would build pressure on Republicans, and they were opposing a three-week alternative 


offered by GOP leaders.


Democrats have insisted they would back legisla-tion reopening government once there’s a bipartisan agreement to preserve pro-tections against deporting about 700,000 immigrants — known as “Dreamers” — who arrived in the U.S. illegally as children. Each party believes it has a win-ning political hand, and the day’s first words by party 


leaders underscored that, so far, neither side believes it is 


time to give ground.


“The American people 


cannot begin to understand why the Senate Democratic 


leader thinks the entire government should be shut down until he gets his way on illegal immigration,” 


McConnell said.


Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 


said voters will fault Trump 


and the GOP. He blamed Trump for reneging on a 


near deal that Schumer said 


the two men had approached during a White House meet-


ing Friday.


“Negotiating with President Trump is like negotiating with Jell-O,” 


Schumer said.


Although the House and Senate were in ses-sion Saturday, it was unclear whether lawmak-ers would take any votes of 


consequence.


Democrats said they 


oppose the three-week plan, 


viewing it as a way to stall 


negotiations over the future 


of the “Dreamers,” whose 


protections expire in March. 


Republicans declared they 


would not reopen talks until 


the government shutdown ends, a strategy aimed at trying to erode Democratic 


cohesion.


House Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi of California 


said Trump had earned an F 


for “failure in leadership.” She said Republicans are 


“so incompetent and negli-


gent that they couldn’t get it together to keep the govern-


ment open.”


The fourth government shutdown in a quarter-century began at the stroke of midnight at the start of a weekend, so many of the immediate effects will be 


muted for most Americans.


Social Security and most other safety-net programs are unaffected by the lapse in federal spending author-ity. Critical government 


functions will continue, with uniformed service members, 


health inspectors and law enforcement officers set to work without pay. But if no deal is reached before 


Monday, hundreds of thou-


sands of federal employees 


will be furloughed.


Arguing that Trump’s 


predecessors “weaponized” 


that shutdown, Mulvaney 


said his budget office would 


direct agencies to work to mitigate the impact this 


time, although it was unclear 


how long that was possible. That position is a striking 


role reversal for the conser-


vative former congressman who was one of the archi-


tects of the 2013 government 


shutdown.


Political damage could grow quickly if the closure 


is prolonged.


Both parties are wager-ing that voters will punish 


the other at the ballot box in November.


Democrats are laying fault on Republicans, who control 


 both chambers of Congress and the White House and have struggled with build-ing internal consensus. Republicans branded the confrontation a “Schumer shutdown.” The senator assembled enough Demo-cratic opposition to kill the 


House-passed bill.


‘Like negotiating with Jell-O’


GOP, Democrats show no sign of retreat on shutdown’s rst day


House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer, D-Md., center, joined from left by, Rep. Joseph Crowley, D-N.Y., House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., and Rep. Linda Sanchez, D-Calif., hold a news conference Saturday in Washington on the ﬁrst morning of a government shutdown, after a divided Senate rejected a funding measure Friday night. 


[J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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Friday, Jan. 19Fantasy 5: 
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Lucky Money: 


10-11-30-33-1


Mega Millions: 


3-17-23-49-66-23 x3 Saturday, Jan. 20Pick 5


 Afternoon: 


5-2-9-3-0


Evening: 


0-1-9-3-7 Pick 4


 Afternoon: 


3-2-6-7


Evening: 


1-8-6-8 Pick 3


 Afternoon: 


9-7-6


Evening: 


7-6-0 Pick 2


 Afternoon: 


0-1


Evening: 


4-6


LOTTERYNATION AND WORLD DIGEST


JACKMAN, MAINE 


Maine town manager leads segregation group


The town manager of a rural 


Maine community says he’s the 


leader of a racial segregation-ist group, and he believes the United States would be better off if people of different races 


were to “voluntarily separate.”


Jackman town manager Tom Kawczynski wants to preserve the white majority of northern New England and Atlantic Canada, he has told the Bangor Daily News. He 


moved to Maine a year ago and 


launched a group called “New 


Albion” to promote what he calls “the positive aspects of 


our European heritage.”


PRAGUE


Prague hotel ﬁre kills two, dozens injured


Czech officials say a hotel fire in downtown Prague has killed at least two people and 


injured dozens.


Prague rescue service spokeswoman Jana Postova says that eight people have  been rushed to hospitals with serious injuries after the blaze  broke out in the hotel Satur-


day evening. Postova says that three people had to be resusci-


tated. The rescue service says 


dozens have been injured.


Prague firefighters have 


identified the hotel as Eurostars 


David.
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BEST BETSFOR SUNDAY


BJ THOMAS: 


At 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. at Orange Blossom Opry, 16439 S.E. 138th Terrace in Weirsdale. Iconic pop, country and gospel. Go to obopry.com for tickets and information.


 FARMERS MARKET: 


From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Sunday in downtown Clermont. Fresh produce, ﬁsh, eggs, ﬂowers, plants, shrubs, decorative items, live music and a petting zoo.


 GUEST SPEAKER: 


At 9:45 a.m., 10:45 a.m and 6:30 p.m. at Calvary Baptist Church, 3740 Eagles Nest Road in Fruitland Park. Evangelist Tim Lee. Call 352-787-7673 for information.


 


NEWS BRIEFS


SILVER SPRINGS


2 high school students die in high-speed crash in Florida


Authorities say two teenagers died in a high-speed automobile crash in 


north central Florida.


The Ocala Star-Banner reports that the two high school students, 16-year-old William Wetherington and 17-year-old Katherine 


Livengood, died in the crash 


on Friday at around 6 p.m. in 


Silver Springs.


The Florida Highway Patrol says Wetherington was driving a red 2001 


Chrysler 300 when he failed 


to negotiate a curve and ran 


the vehicle off the road.


The car crashed into a large pine tree, badly damaging the 


car.


The FHP says both teens 


were wearing their seatbelts, 


 but Livengood was thrown 


from the vehicle. 


DAYTONA BEACH


Police: Murder suspect may be tied to old slaying


Authorities in Florida say 


a woman arrested for killing 


and dismembering her ex-boyfriend may be linked 


to another, 10-year-old case.


The Daytona Beach News-Journal reports that 67-year-old Nelci Tetley is a person of interest in the 2007 case of Michael Scot Louis, whose chopped-up  body was found in garbage 


 bags along the Tomoka River.


Tetley was arrested Thursday and charged with first-degree murder in connection with the death of 55-year-old Jeffrey 


Albertsman.


Daytona Beach police 


officers found Albertsman’s 


 body six months ago. He’d 


 been shot in the head, and his 


arms and legs were missing.


Albertsman’s arms and legs were found about 10 miles from where Louis’  body was discovered a 


decade earlier.


It was unclear if Tetley had 


retained legal counsel. 


TAMPA


Man gets life sentence for killing 3 people


A Florida man has been 


sentenced to life in prison for fatally shooting three people.


The Tampa Bay Times reports that 25-year-old Angel Luis Perez Jr. was sentenced Friday. He was 


convicted earlier this week of 


three counts of first-degree murder, kidnapping and 


armed burglary.


Authorities say Perez  burst into a Tampa home with an AK-47 rifle in December 2014 and shot 25-year-old Jorge Gort and Gort’s girlfriend, 23-year-old Brittany Snyder. Perez left with Gort’s 3-year-old son, who was also Perez’s 


nephew.


When Perez returned to his 


car, he got into an argument with his girlfriend, 22-year-


old Olivia Miller, and then 


shot her, too.


Perez drove Miller to the hospital with the child in the car. He called 911 on the 


way, saying that he was high 


on cocaine and that police 


should kill him.


Staff Report


MOUNT DORA — Every day, thousands of people wonder how they’ll scrounge their 


next meal.


Lake County Food Pantry will bring 


attention to this problem 


 by dishing out soup and awareness about the  breadth of local hunger 


at its Empty Bowls event on Feb. 8 at Wooton Park 


in Tavares.


Empty Bowls models the fundraising concept 


developed by art teachers 


John Hartom and his wife, Lisa Blackburn in the early 1990s, who saw soup as a super way 


to boost awareness about 


hunger and other issues and spark action. The event first launched in Lake County in 2009, however, this is the first year Lake Cares is managing it. This year, vendors will provide a selection of soups. The cost is $10 for two soups, bread, bottled water and a bowl to use — which doubles as reminder of the region’s daily epidemic of empty 


 bowls. Children under 10 


are free. There also will 


 be custom created bowls 


available.


“Hunger can be a disaster year round,” says Irene O’Malley, executive director of Lake Cares, an 


independent community 


food pantry based in Mount Dora. “Add to that the disruption and devastation caused by hurricanes Irma and 


Maria and that is a recipe 


for disaster for many Lake County families. Lake Cares has also experienced growth [in clients served] because of these events and the 


fact that food insecurity 


is so great. Empty Bowls will bring hunger 


awareness.”


“Food insecurity” is a U.S. Department of Agriculture term applied to Americans’ “lack of access, at times, to enough food for an active, healthy life for all household members and limited or 


Empty Bowls highlights hunger awareness


See HUNGER, A4


By Carlos E. Medina


cmedina@dailycommercial.com


It's not hard to see where Eustis City Commissioner Anthony Sabatini draws inspiration for his nascent 


political career.


Sabatini, who last week 


announced his candidacy for 


the Florida House District 32 seat being vacated by Larry Metz, is fond of using colorful, if not particularly original, Trumpisms to punctuate his remarks about politics, government and the issues he believes are plaguing our society. 


NOTES & QUOTES


The Trump eﬀect, cop hair and more


See NOTES, A4


 A restored historic Howey Mansion opened for tours Tuesday after more than $1 million in repairs. During the very ﬁrst tour, 30 people oohed and aahed at the work done to every facet of the 1920s era home. But one woman on the tour gushed over the type of tile in one bathroom and how it’s held up over time. “Wow, subway tile everywhere. See all the subway tile? It never goes out of style,” she said. 


[WHITNEY LEHNECKER / DAILY COMMERCIAL]


By Christine Sexton


The News Service of Florida


TALLAHASSEE — Flor-ida Attorney General Pam Bondi on Thursday said Florida could soon pursue legal action against manu-facturers and distributors 


of opioids.


Bondi is working with a coalition of state attorneys general in seeking informa-tion about the distribution, 


marketing and sale of opioids 


from major manufacturers 


and distributors.The state hasn’t filed suit. 


But Bondi’s agency last week posted a request for proposal seeking legal services from a 


private law firm to serve as 


co-counsel in “various legal 


matters relating to the opioid 


crisis.”


Also, Trish Conners, a Florida chief deputy attor-


ney general, will be at a Jan. 


31 meeting with Cleveland 


federal judge 


Dan Pol-ster, who is 


overseeing 


upward of 200 lawsuits filed against the manu-facturers of drugs such as 


OxyContin and Percocet.


When asked whether she would hold the companies 


responsible for their actions, 


Bondi said, “Absolutely. Are you kidding? Look at what we are facing in this state. I’m over them. Over 


them. They need to fix their 


conduct.”


Numerous states and local governments, includ-ing Delray Beach, have filed lawsuits alleging that manufacturers overstated the benefits of opioids while downplaying the risk of addiction. Other Florida cities that are considering 


filing suits, according to the 


Sun Sentinel newspaper, 


include Palm Beach and Bro-


ward counties.


Meanwhile, House Speaker 


Richard Corcoran told The 


News Service of Florida last 


week that although he hasn’t 


researched the details, he 


would lean toward litigation.“Whether it’s cities, coun-


ties or state, my inclination 


would be: Why wouldn’t we? And I would have to be talked 


out of it as opposed to the other way around,” Corco-ran, R-Land O’ Lakes, said when asked about potential 


legal action.


Opioids are commonly used to treat acute and chronic pain. But abuse of the drugs has become rampant in recent years in Florida. In 2016, there were 5,725 deaths attributed to opioids, a 35 percent jump 


from the previous year. More than 4,000 babies were born addicted to opioids in Florida 


that year, a 1,000 percent 


increase from a decade ago.


The staggering statistics have put the opioid crisis front and center for many lawmakers and Gov. Rick Scott, who has pushed to 


spend $53 million during the 


coming year on substance-abuse treatment, including medication-assisted treat-


ment that pairs prescription 


drugs with counseling and 


other services.


A Senate health-care panel this week approved a 


proposal (SB 8) that includes 


$42 million for outpatient services; residential treatment; medication-assisted treatment, peer recovery support; hospital and first-responder outreach; and services 


targeted to pregnant women. 


The bill includes another $6 


million for substance-abuse 


Bondi weighs opioid legal ght 


Bondi


See OPIOID, A4


O


n Saturday the Lake County Animal 


Shelter celebrated its one year birthday as a no-kill shelter with free adoptions, free food and some 1970s “Stayin’ Alive” decor. Saturdays are normally busy at the shelter, with 


about 100 potential pet adopters visiting, but this time, an hour or so into the event, the 


shelter was on track to have two or three times 


that traffic. The transition to a no-kill policy officially happened at the stroke of midnight 


on Jan. 16, 2017.


 A major milestone 


Lake County Animal Shelter celebrates one  year as no-kill facility 


Dusty the Labrador mix is going home with little Penny Carroll and family. Tara McKellip, also shown, was one of the many volunteers at the Lake County Animal Shelter for the event celebrating one year as a no-kill facility. 


[PHOTOS BY LINDA CHARLTON / CORRESPONDENT]


 This unnamed kitten has found a permanent home, and will be going home with Jordan Mosely, left, Michau Mansilla, and the rest of the family .
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