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Prairie Hills Audubon Society (PHAS)Monthly meetings are at the end of the month & use the sameZoom recurring codes/links. Zoom links are posted to our website and Facebook pages & occur in 2nd column of this page.


PHAS’s March Zoom Meeting


Wednesday, March 31st, 2021 6:30 pm MT


will be 


Cory Allen Heidelberger


editor and publisher of Dakota Free Press http://dakotafreepress.com


Speaking about “


Initiative and Referendum in South Dakota


- 


What is the status of our right to initiative and referendumafter years of monkeywrenching from the Legislature and courtchallenges?”Discussion:For the last decade some members of SD government haveworked to erode SD initiative and referendum (I & R) rights, withbills, resolutions and/or court cases. Cory has been following SDpolitics as a blog editor and publisher for years and has been writ-ing about this erosion of our initiative and referendum (I & R)rights. In 2019 he led SD Voice in an effort to place an initiativeon the ballot to redress some of the egregious changes to I & R,but SD Voice failed to get enough signatures by the deadline toplace the initiative on the ballot. However Cory, SD Voice andtheir attorney Jim Leach filed litigation in federal court in summerof 2019 and won twice. Part of the litigation is not yet resolved. Seeing four more bills/resolutions on I & R passing thisyear; PHAS is concerned with this continuous erosion. We alsosee the legislature in past & present passing or attempting to passlaws to overturn public vote on initiatives. We see members of SDgovernment suing in court to overturn initiatives the voters votedinto law. We have asked Cory to help us explore this history. He willgive us a 10 minute introduction and then we will go to questionand answer. We hope to learn what is currently and will soon berequired of circulators and petition sponsors. What hassles andthreats do they face, that we didn’t in the old days? We hope tolearn about expected constitutional amendments and I & R peti-tion efforts for this coming year. We hope to discuss what we canall do to be more effective defenders of and advocates for initia-tives and referendum rights in SD. On our web site’s home page (which is a blog) we havelinks to some of the articles Cory has written on I & R in the past& sections of law on I &R. Our legislative section has bill track-ing, which includes I&R bills.


PHAS April Zoom Member'sMeeting.


Thursday April 29th, 2021 - 6:30 pm MTTopic: SDGFP Killing of Predators and ForestService’s Unsustainable Cutting of Conifers.


To begin we will show a video film,


“Cull of the Wild --TheTruth behind Trapping” 


- “The argument for ending animaltrapping for profit, recreation or wildlife management."Here is a link to learn more about the film: 


http://www.bull-frogfilms.com/catalog/cull.html


After the film we will discuss the recent approval by the SDGame, Fish and Parks Commission of the 


Nest Predator BountyProgram


at $500,000 per year for 2 years, and bounties on rac-coons, striped skunks, opossums, red fox and badgers with a $10bounty per tail. The bounty program is based on the misguidedbelief that this will help increase nesting success of ground nest-ing birds such as pheasants and ducks. The state has spent about 2 million on bounties and a freegive-away of live traps in the past two years. In 2021 the seasonwill be April 1st-July 1st. In 2022 the season will be March 1st-July 1st, but the first month will be for youth only (under 18 yearsold), who can trap/hunt for free. During the program, youth willbe given free live traps. Time permitting we will perhaps also discuss some of thesetopics related to 


predators and/or trapping


:1. The 2020 delisting of river otters from SD threatened list andthe 2019 river otter trapping/hunting season. 2. SD beaver trapping and beaver conservation3. Mountain Lion hunting and bobcat hunting/trapping.4. Reforms to SDGFP Commission/Department functions. The last third or half of the program will be updates on and adiscussion about the 


Black Hills National Forest - "TimberGrowth and Yield General Technical Report" 


(TGYGTR). Weexpect the final report to be issued soon. We had 4 meeting pro-grams this past summer on the BHNF timber related issues andthis will be an update and continued discussion.The Black Hills National Forest (BHNF) has released datafrom a Forest Inventory & Analysis that shows the BHNF is cut-ing trees faster than the forest growth replaces them. The drafttechnical report indicated that if the current rate of cutting contin-ues the live sawtimber volume will be depleted in the next severaldecades. To meet the current rate of cutting allowed by the ForestPlan, they need twice the standing live timber they have.The rate of cutting must be reduced to provide for a sus-tainable supply of timber, wildlife habitat, and other forest re-sources. Various laws require a sustainable logging program.Direct link to a report on the draft report: Timber Growth andYield Draft General Technical Report (TGYDGTR)


https://www.fs.usda.gov/rmrs/bhnftimberreport


Zoom meeting links for both meetings.


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85433920233?pwd=QmxYUDMvMGRrNW9yRmVON3VPU0dRZz09


Meeting ID: 


854 3392 0233


Passcode: 


534620


One tap mobile+12532158782,,85433920233#,,,,*534620# US (Tacoma)+13462487799,,85433920233#,,,,*534620# US (Houston)These Zoom phone numbers all seem to work in western SD:


+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)


To find USA & international numbers:


https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbb9dO0PBV
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Prairie Hills Audubon SocietyP.O. Box 788Black Hawk, SD 57718
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PERMIT #618RAPID CITY SD


 P HA S  Z o o m  M e e t i n g  s W e d n e s d a y  M a r c h  3 1 s t  - 


 I n i t i a t i v e  a n d R e f e r e n d u m


 i n  S D


Prairie Hills Audubon Society


(PHAS) is a Chapter of the National Audubon Society; our territory is much of West River SD.Nancy Hilding - President, nhilding@rapidnet.com, 605-787-466 or 6779, Jim Petersen -Vice-president, nfearndesire@gmail.com,,Helen McGinnis - Treasurer, hissyhelen38@gmail.com, Doris Respects Nothing - Secretary, drn.6501@gmail.com, MaryJo Farring-ton - Board member, 605-716-2151, PHAS web site : http://phas-wsd.org/ - We have a Facebook page: google - Prairie HillsAudubon Society of Western South Dakota, Facebook. Our e-mail address is phas.wsd@rapidnet.com.


Prairie Hills Audubon Society is run by volunteers - we need new volunteers to help r un our organization, but we are especially look-ing for 


new Board Members.


For information contact Nancy or Jim whose contact info. is listed on the label fold. Visit our website/Facebook page to stay updated on our & other organization’s functions. 


Please send us your e-mail address so we can send youPHAS announcements.


We may schedule events that are not announced by postal mail newsletters. PHAS monthly Zoom meetingsare recorded to the Zoom cloud; links & passwords to watch old meetings are on the web site, home page for a while.


2/11/21 - Another win in our lawsuit to protect greater sagegrouse. - Federal Judge Overturns Trump Administration’sGutting of Sage-Grouse Protections from Mining


A federal judge in Idaho overturned a Trump administration de-cision to strip protections from 10 million acres, mostly in Ne-vada and Idaho, to allow mining in vital habitat for greater sagegrouse. The ruling is the latest in a series of court victories forsage grouse conservation.Attorneys from Advocates for the West represent Western Water-sheds Project, the Center for Biological Diversity, WildEarthGuardians 


and Prairie Hills Audubon Society 


in this case.Link to the press release:


https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/federal- judge-overturns-trump-administrations-gutting-of-sage-grouse-protections-from-mining-2021-02-11/ 


Link to a February recording of our attorney Sarah Stellbergspeaking on “Topic: Can Sage-Grouse Save the West?“


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFtSZSTWERE&t=10s 


We have the links to the recordings of our November and Febru-ary meeting still up on our web site on the home page blog.


During the legislature PHAS does bill tracking for bills


re-lated to the environment & outdoor recreation. We also track“good government” bills. We do some alerts on some environ-mental bills. This material will stay up on the website on thehome page blog for a while, but is eventually taken down tomake space available.


Audubon's Annual Photo Contest Entry Period


January 27, 2021–April 7, 2021 at 12 p.m. (noon) EDT


https://www.audubon.org/photoawards-entry


Cash prizes up to $5,000- The rules:


https://www.audubon.org/get-outside/audubon-photogra-phy-awards-official-rules


2020 winners: 


https://www.audubon.org/magazine/summer-2020/the-2020-audubon-photography-awards-winners


PHAS’s March Zoom MeetingWednesday, March 31st, 2021 6:30 pm MT


will be 


Cory Allen Heidelberger


editor & pub-lisher of Dakota Free Press “


Initiative and Referendum in South Dakota


- 


What is the status of our right to initiative and referen-dum after years of monkeywrenching from the Legislature and court challenges?”


PHAS April Zoom Member's Meet-ing. Thursday April 29th, 2021 - 6:30pm MT - Topic: SDGFP & Killing of Predators and Forest Service’s Un-sustainable Cutting of Conifers.


Film on trapping will be shown & local volun-teers will lead discussion on various topics


Prairie Hills Audubon Society (PHAS) Upcoming Meetings 


(more details page 1)


:


PHAS will be organizing an


virtual Endangered SpeciesDay (ESD) Event for May 21st, 2021. 


There is a national art contest for ESD for children to take part in.PHAS may schedule a


field trip to La Creek NationalWildlife Refuge


in early May. If this happens, it may notbe announced by postal newsletter. Watch web site or Face-book page for updates or contact nhilding@rapidnet.com if you don’t get PHAS e-mail news.


April 8th


, the National Audubon Society (NAS) has anZoom 


afterschool adventure program


for children on the


sage brush


ecosystem. It costs $15 per child & materialsare sent; see PHAS or NAS web pages for details. Registerby 3/31/21. DRA & Rapid City Sustainability Committeeare organizing a virtual 


Earth Day week


. DRA & CleanWater Alliance are organizing a virtual 


World Water Day


March 27th in the afternoon. See their Facebook pages. 
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