







Open navigation menu



Close suggestionsSearchSearch


enChange Languageclose menuLanguage
	English(selected)
	Español
	Português
	Deutsch
	Français
	Русский
	Italiano
	Română
	Bahasa Indonesia

Learn more



UploadLoading...


User Settings
close menuWelcome to Scribd!

	

	Upload
	Read for free
	FAQ and support
	Language (EN)
	Sign in












Skip carousel
Carousel Previous
Carousel Next
	What is Scribd?
	Academic
	Professional
	Culture
	Hobbies & Crafts
	Personal Growth
	All Documents







	


Academic Documents






	Foreign Language Studies	Chinese
	ESL


	Science & Mathematics	Astronomy & Space Sciences
	Biology


	Study Aids & Test Prep	Book Notes
	College Entrance Exams




	Teaching Methods & Materials	Early Childhood Education
	Education Philosophy & Theory



All categories





	


Professional Documents






	Business	Business Analytics
	Human Resources & Personnel Management


	Career & Growth	Careers
	Job Hunting


	Computers	Applications & Software
	CAD-CAM




	Finance & Money Management	Accounting & Bookkeeping
	Auditing


	Law	Business & Financial
	Contracts & Agreements


	Politics	American Government
	International Relations


	Technology & Engineering	Automotive
	Aviation & Aeronautics



All categories





	


Culture Documents






	Art	Antiques & Collectibles
	Architecture


	Biography & Memoir	Artists and Musicians
	Entertainers and the Rich & Famous


	Comics & Graphic Novels
	History	Ancient
	Modern


	Philosophy


	Language Arts & Discipline	Composition & Creative Writing
	Linguistics


	Literary Criticism
	Social Science	Anthropology
	Archaeology


	True Crime

All categories





	


Hobbies & Crafts Documents






	Cooking, Food & Wine	Beverages
	Courses & Dishes


	Games & Activities	Card Games
	Fantasy Sports


	Home & Garden	Crafts & Hobbies
	Gardening




	Sports & Recreation	Baseball
	Basketball



All categories





	


Personal Growth Documents






	Lifestyle	Beauty & Grooming
	Fashion


	Religion & Spirituality	Buddhism
	Christianity


	Self-Improvement	Addiction
	Mental Health




	Wellness	Body, Mind, & Spirit
	Diet & Nutrition



All categories











GemNews11 09


Uploaded by
Grassroots Education Movement (NYC) 
0 ratings0% found this document useful (0 votes)

226 views
2 pages
AI-enhanced description

Document Information
click to expand document informationA year ago, Harlem's PS 123 was rated by the DOE as a successful school. Why are charter schools invading the spaces of Arated schools? outresourcing and out-funding compared to public schools has widened the separation and inequality. The DOE and the HSA's callous "separate and unequal" practices are destructive.

Original Description: 


Copyright
© Attribution Non-Commercial (BY-NC)

Available Formats
PDF, TXT or read online from Scribd

Share this document
Share or Embed Document
Sharing Options
	Share on Facebook, opens a new windowFacebook

	Share on Twitter, opens a new windowTwitter

	Share on LinkedIn, opens a new windowLinkedIn

	Share with Email, opens mail clientEmail

	Copy linkCopy link





Did you find this document useful?
0%0% found this document useful, Mark this document as useful
0%0% found this document not useful, Mark this document as not useful


Is this content inappropriate?
Report this Document


Download now

SaveSave GemNews11 09 For Later
0 ratings0% found this document useful (0 votes)
226 views2 pages
GemNews11 09


Uploaded by
Grassroots Education Movement (NYC) 
AI-enhanced description


A year ago, Harlem's PS 123 was rated by the DOE as a successful school. Why are charter schools invading the spaces of Arated schools? outresourcing and out-funding compared to public schoo…
Full description
SaveSave GemNews11 09 For Later
0%0% found this document useful, Mark this document as useful
0%0% found this document not useful, Mark this document as not useful
EmbedShare


Print

Download now

Jump to Page 

You are on page 1of 2

Search inside document 














 





  
    
      
        
          

 

Prior to the invasion of its space a year ago by the Harlem Success Academy (HSA2) charter school, PS 123 was rated 


by the DOE as a successful school, thus undermining one of the major reasons for the existence of charter schools in the rst 


place - the claim they are a remedy for failing schools. Why are charter schools invading the spaces of A- rated schools? HSA’s CEO, Eva Moskowitz, claims her schools excel due to “revolutionary” teaching strategies, when in fact these schools are gaining a reputation as test-prep factories. Every effort is made to court the best students via data banks and mailing lists from the DOE, provide smaller class sizes, and use a lottery system that self selects the most involved parents. The out-resourcing and out-funding compared to public schools has widened the separation and inequality. 


This past summer, Harlem Success took away an entire oor from PS 123. Movers came in and removed teachers’ 


materials from their rooms and placed them in the halls. Teachers came into the school in protest and physically blocked access to their rooms. Demonstrations were held but the DOE, as it always does, favored the charter school. PS 123 lost two science labs, half a library, a social studies room, and a PTA room with computers for GED classes. The separate and unequal treatment is evident by viewing HSA’s facilities: newly painted halls, state of the art science labs, renovated bathrooms with bright wall-tiles, toilets & sinks, rooms with high-tech smart-boards, rugs, air conditioners, modern lighting, newly 


tiled oors and re-wired electricity. Elite facilities are set aside for the 3rd oor HSA charter students while, the PS 123 


students are treated as inferiors with older, inadequate and worn out furnishings & facilities. The DOE and the HSA’s callous “separate and unequal” practices are destructive. Equitable and quality public schooling for all is essential. Parents, teachers and the community continue to protest – but the deceptions continue. 


See photo of rally at PS 123 on reverse side.


 


V1 #1 GEM - Grassroots Education Movement to Defend Public Education November, 2009gemnyc@gmail.com 


http://grassrootseducationmovement.blogspot.com/ 


Harlem’s PS 123 Fights “Separate & Unequal” Schooling


When teachers and parents at PS 15 of Red Hook, Brooklyn were informed that the PAVE charter school was going to occupy space in their building, they began to organize to preserve their space. PAVE promised to vacate in two years, claiming they were looking for space. But it didn’t take long for PAVE to pull the charter school “bait and switch”. Once they had their foot in the door, they requested more space. Given this behavior, the recent request to extend their stay 


from two to ve years should not come as a total surprise, 


despite the fact that the UFT - playing their usual role of controlling the “militant” activism of their teachers- had assured that PAVE would not stay beyond the two years requested. Understanding that there would be no assistance from the UFT, the PS 15 community organized to form their own organization – the Concerned Advocates for Public Education (CAPE). Hearing of the work GEM was doing exposing Harlem charter schools, CAPE reached out for support as they organized community forces to attend the September District 15 CEC meeting. At the meeting, PS 15 parents and staff engaged in a raucous debate with the parents of PAVE. (Video available at http://ednotesonline.blogspot.com/). CAPE continued their efforts with a table at the Atlantic Antic street fair, gathering hundreds of signatures calling on PAVE to leave PS 15 as promised. But as expected, the DOE ruled for PAVE. CAPE (capeducation.blogspot.com) and GEM are soon planning a conference on charter schools issues.


PS 15K/CAPE Battles PAVE Charter in Red HookWhat Is Wrong With Charter Schools? 


GEM opposes the concept of charter schools as an alternative to struggling public schools, which are often shortchanged the resources necessary to succeed. Charter schools are under the complete control of a private enterprise within a public school district. Although taxpayer-funded, charters operate without the same degree of public and district oversight of standard public schools. While we understand the need of parents and 


teachers to nd alternatives to failing public schools, the answers lie in 


the public sphere. The short-term answers offered by the privatization movement as epitomized by charters will turn into long-term disasters for parents, students, teachers and the future of public education.


PS 15 parents, students, teachers rally 


Send gemnyc@gmail.com your stories or articles. Anonymity guaranteed.

















        
        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

      

      
        
      
    
  
    
      
        
          

 

UFT UNION = Your BOSS At UFT Charter Schools


A GEM member writes: At a union meeting, I ran into a friend who now teaches at a UFT run charter school. “We are drowning in work. The UFT Charter School demands so much of our personal time. We must volunteer too much. If one decides to marry and have kids, one would have to quit!” Abruptly, his voice fell silent. In a low voice, he explained, “I can’t talk. My BOSS is approaching and I can’t have him see me talking to you (GEM).” I was shocked to see that this approaching boss is “our” UFT Vice-President Leo Casey! A school BOSS as a union advocate?! How can this be? 


Rank and le teachers are faced with the 


problem that the UFT itself has bought into so much of the system - having two charter schools of its own, with both occupying space in public schools in East NY which competing for public school kids. The UFT’s ability to help teachers 


ght back invading charter schools has 


been compromised. In schools like PS 123 and PS 15, the UFT remains on the sidelines. Can the UFT complain about charter invasions? The argument that these UFT charter schools are unionized seem irrelevant considering that the staff workload load mirrors those working at non-unionized charter schools. 


Moskowitz Charter School Skirts Ban On Pre-K


New York State law forbids charter schools from offering Pre-K. In July, the state Board of Regents rejected a plan to have a “junior” kindergarten at Harlem Success Academy I, calling 


it an attempt to skirt the Pre-K ban. Yet, ofcials from SUNY, who also regulate charters, ap


-proved a similar program for HSA II (housed at PS 123). The Daily News hailed the move as “innovative.” When Moskowitz couldn’t evade the law with one charter authority, she found clout with 


another – SUNY. To camouage this Pre-K scheme, they “innovatively” labeled the program 


“Developmental Fours!” PS 123 parents and staff who worked hard to establish a public Pre-K, 


view Moskowitz’ “Pre-K” as sabotage and a agrant violation of law. Previous to this year, PS 123 had a ourishing Pre-K program with 3 classes. The DOE 


forced an online registration process for Pre-K by the DOE and the HSA/SUNY schemed with Bloomberg’s DOE and the State. Together, they have helped to undermine the PS 123 Pre-K program, and ultimately, the future of the public school in favor of privatized charters. Ulti-mately, the end goal seems to be the total takeover of PS 123’s building by Moskowitz in a land grab worthy of the railroad barons of the 19th century.


Harlem’s PS 197 FacesCharter Takeover


In Feb. 2009, PS 197M was de-nied its application to extend its elementary school to the 7th grade. Soon after, the school was ordered to scrap the entire 6th grade, turning it into a Pre-K to grade 5 school. This triggered speculation among the staff: “Are they going to close down the school? Is a Charter School coming in?” 


The suspicions were justied 


when Democracy Prep char-ter school targeted PS 197M’s space for their own 6th graders. The DOE orchestrated the plan for the charter school to take PS 197M’s sixth graders from the beginning. The staff at PS 197M was shaken at the turn of events. 5th and 6th-grade students were forced to graduate together be-cause there was no place for the current 5th graders to go the fol-lowing school year (2009-2010). Meanwhile, Democracy Prep 


and DOE ofcials scouted for 


rooms they wanted. They ended up with six rooms on the second 


oor, upsetting some PS 197M 


parents. PS 197M opened with 450 students from Pre-K to Grade 5. Democracy Prep opened with 


103 students and ve 6th-grade 


classrooms which were renovat-ed and furnished with brand new furniture for the teachers and students. The renovation made the classrooms inviting, in stark contrast to the non-renovated classrooms in the public school part of the building. Democracy Prep Charter claims it has its own building in con-struction and would occupy part 


of the second oor of PS 197M 


for only two years. But schools have heard that story before (see article on PS 15/PAVE). Charter schools don’t give up space that easily. It will take a struggle to get them out after two years.


Charter Kicks Public Schools Kids Out of THEIR Library 


“There’s this whole library full of new books bought for our school, and we can’t even use it,” ----8th grader at MS 126K 


Middle school students at MS 126 in Brooklyn have lost nearly all access to their newly renovated school library. The librarian managed the renovation herself by bring-ing in numerous volunteers during the past year. Just as the job was completed, the library was taken over by three charter schools that share the same building in exchange for some gymnasium space. Students now have access to half the original library for only two hours per day. Library instruction takes place in classrooms using laptops. A student pointed out the location of the neighborhood public library was dangerous. For many children, especially those who live in high-poverty areas, the school library is the only source of reading material. The charters and MS 126 both lost out on this deal. MS 126 lost most of its access to its own school library, while the three charters are utilizing the library ineffectively. View 


 Middle School 126 Library to make way for a Charter School Teacher’s Lounge


 on the GEM blog or at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gJCdIx_n0U.


Teachers and parents rally at PS 123 in July to protest Harlem Success charter invasion
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